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April, 2004

Dear Educators,

The Michigan Alliance for the Conservation of Cultural Heritage is pleased to
provide you with lesson plans on the conservation of Michigan cultural heritagein
conjunction with Michigan Week May 15-21. Partnering with HAL this year the
Alliance has devel oped these lesson plans to provide an avenue of learning for grade
school studentsto consider the value of all sorts of cultural heritage from buildings,
farms, lighthouses, to family photos and books, museum objects, archeological digs and
objects, indeed the many things that inform us all of the history of our state, its people
and its cultures.

Conservation is not just about natural resources, it is also about protecting and
wisely using the cultural heritage of the state. Every family has family heirlooms that
may be at risk from careless handling to poor storage to over use. We hope that these
lesson plans provide teaching tools for learning and appreciation of the many objects,
buildings, and landscape that create a window into the past. Science projects provide the
means to test and consider the longevity of the materials that make up these objects and
buildings and we hope provide thoughtful consideration of how to value and help to
conserve these historic resources. A motto you can use with any of the lesson plans,
whether for buildings or for paper and photosis:

It IsBetter to Preservethan to Repair,
Better to Repair than Restore,
And Better to Restor e than to Reconstruct.
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The Michigan Alliance for the Conservation of Cultural Heritage is a statewide 501(c)(3) organization
composed of libraries, archives, museums, historical societies and preservation networks. The purposeisto
promote the protection and preservation of Michigan's cultural and humanities resources for the enjoyment,
education and benefit of present and future generations. url: //www.dia.org\mi-alliance



